
 
 

Eighth Grade Science Summer  Assignment  
 

Welcome to Eighth Grade Science! We have a lot of exciting work ahead of us in the fall. To prepare for 
the beginning of the year we will be engaging in some reading and journaling about Charles Darwin’s 
impact on our world! You may select from one of the two books below. 
 

The Voyage of the Beagle by Charles Darwin 
OR 

On the Origin of Species By Means of Natural Selection (Dover Thrift Editions) by Charles Darwin 
 

The books are available for purchase by clicking on the following links:  
https://amzn.to/2WHZcBc  
https://amzn.to/2Zrak7s 
 
To complete your summer assignment, you will need a copy of the book and a one subject marble 
notebook. Your task as you read is to write 15 journal entries, 5 of which will be your reflections on 
chosen chapters of the book, 5 observational entries of the world around you, and 5 connected to your 
reading of 1984 for Humanities. Your journal entries will be in the format of a Reading Response Journal, 
in which you write about your reading.  
 
In it, you communicate thoughts and feelings about the text you are reading. The journal is a window for 
me to look through to see what you are thinking and what you know about the topics the book is 
covering. By keeping a Reading Response Journal over the summer, I will be able to get to know you 
better as a scientist and a student, setting us up for great success in the fall. Below you will find specific 
directions for structuring your journal entries and glossary. 
 
Reading Response Journal:  
For the Reading Response Journal, I would like you to make a total of 15 entries throughout the summer, 
according to the requirements outlined below:  
 

● 5 Entries Reflecting on Reading 
○ Date each entry (I suggest you do not wait until the last week of break!) 
○ Write, on average, a page, although the length may vary.  
○ For each entry, select one chapter from the book to read. Respond to the reading 

through the questions below. 
■ Describe a personal reaction to what you have read.  
■ Relate what you have read to your personal life.  
■ Explain why you liked or disliked what you read that day.  
■ Question or challenge what you have read. 
■ Finally, feel free to write anything about the reading that you feel strongly about.  

 
 

https://amzn.to/2WHZcBc
https://amzn.to/2Zrak7s


● 5 Entries on the Observation of Nature 
○ Five observations about the world and wildlife around you. Whether you are in NYC or a 

different region of the world, take a few minutes to observe how wildlife interacts with 
each other or the surrounding environment.  

○ Connect your observations back to the text. Are there similarities? Differences? 
Contradictions? Explain. 

○ Your entries can be in written or a visually artistic format - the choice is yours! 
 

● 5 Entries  Darwinism versus Social Darwinism 
○ Entry One: Define Darwinism and Social Darwinism; how are these concepts similar and 

how do they differ? 
○ Entry Two: Can you give a recent example of Darwinism and Social Darwinism? 
○ Entry Three: Can you relate instances of Darwinism from the book to instances of Social 

Darwinism from George Orwell’s novel 1984? 
○ Entry Four: In your opinion, does Social Darwinism actually exist or is it a 

misinterpretation of Darwin’s work? (Please use examples from The Voyage of the Beagle, 
On the Origin of Species By Means of Natural Selection, or 1984 to help explain your stance). 

○ Entry Five: What do you think Darwin’s reaction would have been if he knew that his work 
was used to explain societal or economic differences? 
 

 
 


