
 
 
 

Seventh Grade Summer Assignment and Reading List 
 
Welcome to Humanities!  Over the summer, you should continue to read, read, read!  You 
have two required texts that you need to read, annotate, and be prepared to discuss in 
September:  
 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
 
Seconds before Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is 
plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an 
out-of-work actor. 
 
Together, this dynamic pair began a journey through space aided by a galaxyful of fellow 
travelers: Zaphod Beeblebrox, the two-headed, three-armed, ex-hippie and totally 
out-to-lunch president of the galaxy; Trillian (formerly Tricia McMillan), Zaphod’s girlfriend, 
whom Arthur tried to pick up at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a paranoid, 
brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; and Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student 
obsessed with the disappearance of all the ballpoint pens he’s bought over the years. 
 
Where are these pens? Why are we born? Why do we die? For all the answers, stick your 
thumb to the stars. 

 
"It's science fiction and it's extremely funny...inspired lunacy that leaves hardly a science 
fiction cliche alive."—Washington Post 
 
"Very simply, the book is one of the funniest SF spoofs ever written, with hyperbolic ideas 
folding in on themselves."—School Library Journal 
 
“[A] whimsical odyssey . . . Characters frolic through the galaxy with infectious 
joy.”—Publishers Weekly 

 
(from amazon.com) 

 
 
Assignment: 



While reading, you should comment throughout the novel, noticing recurring themes and 
making important connections.  These annotations should be made in the book.  You will be 
expected to discuss the novel, as well as write about it, throughout the month of September.  
 
Some guidelines: 

● You should have at least 1-2 comments per page. 
● You should underline important moments, language and themes in the text. 
● You should ask questions in the margins. 
● You may want to write a 1-2 sentence summary at the end of each chapter. 
● You should circle unknown vocabulary—and then look up the definitions!  
● You will be handing in your book at the end of the first week of school; your 

annotations will be part of your grade. 
 

 
Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation by Lynne Truss 

 
We all know the basics of punctuation. Or do we? A look at most neighborhood signage tells 
a different story. Through sloppy usage and low standards on the internet, in email, and 
now text messages, we have made proper punctuation an endangered species. In Eats, 
Shoots & Leaves, former editor Lynne Truss dares to say, in her delightfully urbane, witty, 
and very English way, that it is time to look at our commas and semicolons and see them as 
the wonderful and necessary things they are. This is a book for people who love punctuation 
and get upset when it is mishandled. From the invention of the question mark in the time of 
Charlemagne to George Orwell shunning the semicolon, this lively history makes a powerful 
case for the preservation of a system of printing conventions that is much too subtle to be 
mucked about with. 
 

Reviews: 

“You don’t need to be a grammar nerd to enjoy this one… Who knew grammar could be 
so much fun?” -Newsweek 

“Witty and instructive… Truss is an entertaining, well-read scold in a culture that could 
use more scolding.” -USA Today 

“Truss is William Safire crossed with John Cleese’s Basil Fawlty.” -Entertainment 
Weekly 

“Witty, smart, passionate, it gives long-overdue attention to ‘the traffic signals of 
language.’”--John Rechy, Los Angeles Times Book Review “Best Books of 2004: 
Nonfiction” 

“Truss’s scholarship is impressive and never dry.” -Edmund Morris, The New York 
Times 

“[Truss is] a reformer with the soul of a stand-up comedian.” -Boston Globe 



“ This book changed my life in small, perfect ways like learning how to make better coffee 
or fold an omelet. It’s the perfect gift of anyone who cares about grammar and a gentle 
introduction for those who don’t care enough.” -Boston Sunday Globe 

 “A witty look at the amusing foibles of punctuation.” -Reader’s Digest 

 
(from amazon.com) 

 
Assignment: 
While reading, underline important ideas and write a brief summary at the end of each 
chapter. Then, create a list of five important takeaways/lessons you learned from the book 
AND create a list of five important grammar/punctuation rules to remember when writing. 
Explain the rule and give an example to show your understanding. 
  



 
Below is a list of books; the maturity content and level of reading difficulty varies 
throughout the list. These books are not required reading, but rather a list to help 
guide your independent reading options over the summer. Enjoy! 
 
Science Fiction/Fantasy Fiction: 
The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  
Divergent by Veronica Roth 
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 
Howl’s Moving Castle by Diana Wynne Jones 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
 
Historical: 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred B. Taylor 
The Once and Future King by T.H. White 
Dragonwings by Laurence Yep 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
Alanna: The First Adventure by Tamora Pierce  
 
Realistic: 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. by Judy Blume 
Loser by Jerry Spinelli 
Firegirl by Tony Abbott 
Mockingbird by Kathryn Ersk 
 
Classic: 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
The House of Dies Drear by Virginia Hamilton 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie 
 
Non-Fiction: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma: Young Reader’s Edition by Michael Pollan  
Night by Elie Wiesel 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson 
Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family and Fighting to Get Back on the Board by 
Bethany Hamilton and Rick Bundschuh   
Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation): An Olympian's Journey from Airman to 
Castaway to Captive by Laura Hillenbrand 

 


