
 
 

Seventh Grade Science Summer  Assignment  
 
Welcome to Seventh Grade Science! We have an exciting year of science ahead of us. To keep your 
scientific minds sharp over the summer we will be engaging in some reading and journaling about how 
everyday items we may take for granted actually work.  
 

The Physics of Everyday Things by James Kakalios  
 
“Physics professor James Kakalios reveals the mind-bending science behind the seemingly basic 
things that keep our daily lives running, form our smart phones and digital “clouds” to x-ray machines 
and hybrid vehicles.”(amazon.com) The book is available for purchase by clicking on the following link: 
https://amzn.to/2KaZPRX 
 
To complete your summer assignment, you will need a copy of the book and a one subject marble 
notebook. Your task as you read is to write 15 journal entries, in addition to keeping a separate section 
in which you shall create a glossary of words that you encounter and did not know or understand. Your 
journal entries will be in the format of a Reading Response Journal, in which you write about your 
reading.  
 
In it, you communicate thoughts and feelings about the text you are reading. The journal is a window 
for me to look through to see what you are thinking and what you know about the topics the book is 
covering. By keeping a reading response journal over the summer, I will be able to get to know you as 
a scientist and a student, setting us up for great success in the fall. Below you will find specific 
directions for structuring your journal entries and glossary. 
 
Reading Response Journal:  
For the Reading Response Journal, I would like you to make 15 entries throughout the summer, 
according to the requirements outlined below:  

• Date each entry (I suggest you do not wait until the last week of break!) 
• Write, on average, a page, although the length may vary.  
• Describe a personal reaction to what you have read.  
• Relate what you have read to your personal life.  
• Explain why you liked or disliked what you read that day.  
• Question or challenge what you have read. 
• Finally, feel free to write anything about the reading that you feel strongly about.  

 
Glossary of Terms: 
For each of the terms in your glossary be sure to include the following: 

• Part of speech 
• Definition and the source which you found the definition  

 
The notebook with the glossary will be due on the first day of school.  
	


