
 
 
 
Your mission is to wonder.  Your mission is to wonder about thing(s) you encounter in the 
natural world over the summer.  It could be wondering about a tree in your neighborhood, the 
moon, a bird, a rock, something you encounter in camp or on vacation.  Whatever.   Some 
people wonder in their heads.  Some people like to write or draw their wonderings.  I will leave 
that up to you.  What I do know is that you need to devote some time and space to wondering, 
which is one of my favorite things to do in the summertime (and the rest of the time too!)  When 
you come back to school in the fall, be prepared to discuss your wonderings.  
 
Here is a little inspiration for wondering from an article by Maria Popova from Brain Pickings 
(https://www.brainpickings.org/2013/12/23/rachel-carson-on-wonder/) about one of my favorite 
wonderers, Rachel Carson. Your parents might want to read it. They might want to join us in 
wondering too.  
 
Our inborn capacity for wonder, Carl Sagan reminded us in his remarkable reflection on 
spirituality, is both the heart of worship and the soul of science — in fact, what more beautiful 
and true way to define science than “systematic wonder”? But wonder is also one of the most 
endangered human faculties, and we frequently forget just what’s at stake as we risk its 
extinction in adulthood — a risk that begins, though far from ends, with how our hopelessly 
unimaginative formal education system handles young minds, rewarding rote memorization over 
curiosity and measuring achievement by standardized tests scores rather than 
character-building. 
 

Marine biologist, conservationist, and writer Rachel Carson (May 27, 1907–April 14, 
1964) . . .  extends a reminder that the faculty for wonder is our most precious natural resource 
and our greatest responsibility to conserve. 
 
 
Here are some quotes from Rachel Carson to inspire your wondering: 
 
“For most of us, knowledge of our world comes largely through sight, yet we look about with 
such unseeing eyes that we are partially blind. One way to open your eyes to unnoticed beauty 
is to ask yourself, "What if I had never seen this before? What if I knew I would never see it 
again?”  
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“Many children... delight in the small and inconspicuous.”  
 
“It is a wholesome and necessary thing for us to turn again to the earth and in the contemplation 
of her beauties to know the sense of wonder and humility. ”  
 
“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature - the assurance that 
dawn comes after night, and spring after winter” 
 
“it is not half so important to know as to feel” 
 
“...drink in the beauty and wonder at the meaning of what you see.” 
 
“If facts are the seeds that later produce knowledge and wisdom, then the emotions and the 
impressions of the senses are the fertile soil in which the seeds must grow." 
 
 
"A child’s world is fresh and new and beautiful, full of wonder and excitement. It is our 
misfortune that for most of us that clear-eyed vision, that true instinct for what is beautiful and 
awe-inspiring, is dimmed and even lost before we reach adulthood. If I had influence with the 
good fairy who is supposed to preside over the christening of all children I should ask that her 
gift to each child in the world be a sense of wonder so indestructible that it would last throughout 
life, as an unfailing antidote against the boredom and disenchantments of later years, the sterile 
preoccupation with things that are artificial, the alienation from the sources of our strength. 
If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder without any such gift fairies, he needs the 
companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement 
and mystery of the world we live in.” 
 


