
Summer Reading and Writing Project for Mr. Thoren’s Sixth Grade Humanities 
 

A Summer of E.B. White 
 

I feel that the writer has an obligation to transmit, as best he can, 
his love of life, his appreciation for the world. 

- E. B. White 
 
E.B. White remains a most important writer. His clear and direct prose helped to define 
American writing style in the mid-twentieth century and his books and essays remain popular 
and influential.  A new young adult biography was recently published about him, Some Writer! 
The Story of E. B. White by Melissa Sweet.  Read this book for your summer reading project.  
 

 
 
If you only know E.B. White as the author of Charlotte’s Web and Stuart Little, and if you are 
thinking to yourself, “Charlotte’s Web...I read that in the second grade…”, be assured that Mr. 
White has much to offer an emerging writer. Did you know that E.B. White was one of the first 
staff writers of The New Yorker, a magazine that became the most influential literary publication 
in the country?  His composition This is New York is thought of as a model essay and the book, 
The Elements of Style, written by William Strunk and adapted by E.B. White, is still considered a 
definitive manual on writing.  
 
After reading Some Writer!, do two of the following writing assignments. As you sit down to 
compose, think of E.B. White’s advice on writing: “Be tidy. Be brave.” 
 

1. On page 5 of Some Writer!, E.B. White describes himself as a child. In the course of this 
description he briefly describes his family and neighborhood.  You do the same. In 
approximately 150 words, describe yourself to a reader.  You can use White’s passage 
as a model or you can simply use it as inspiration.  

 
2. Write a short story  - about 350 words - that you would submit to St. Nicholas, were this 

magazine still in existence (see page 21 of Some Writer!).  
 



3. E. B. White’s brochure “Belgrade Lakes and Snug Harbor Camps”, written for a friend, is 
a homespun masterpiece. Make a brochure about something you love. Include written 
descriptions, illustrations, photographs. (see page 14-17) 

 
4. On page 10 and 11 of Some Writer!, it describes that E.B. White kept a journal. He wrote 

in it every day. This may seem like an excessive commitment; however, I can guarantee 
that you would not regret keeping a journal over this summer of 2018. Follow this advice 
taken from E.B. White’s The Trumpet of the Swan: 

 
It was just a cheap notebook that was always by his bed. Every night, before 
he turned in, he would write in the book. He wrote about things he had done, 
things he had seen, and thoughts he had had. Sometimes he drew a picture. 
He always ended by asking himself a question so he would have something  
to think about while falling asleep. 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
After reading Some Writer!, revisit E.B. White’s masterpiece Charlotte’s Web. If you still think 
Charlotte’s Web is just a kid’s book, know that Eudora Welty, the famed writer of short stories 
for adults said, “As a piece of work it is just about perfect, and just about magical in the way it is 
done.” If you can, listen to the audio recording of E. B. White reading the story. It is a special 
treat to listen to a recording of a writer reading his or her own work, and White’s reading is 
masterful. Whether you read it yourself, or listen to the audio recording, notice the following 
about E.B. White’s writing: 
  

- Writing can be described as simply placing words down upon a page. In Charlotte’s 
Web, there is not one word misplaced. Every word carries its own weight and the entire 
story moves with economy and grace.  

 
- The description of the swing in Chapter 6 is a model of clear, direct writing that achieves 

beauty through simplicity of language.  
 

- The dialogue of Templeton the Rat is expertly phrased from the beginning of the story to 
the conclusion. It’s just perfect from end to end.  

 
As a boy, E. B. White thoroughly enjoyed his summers. You thoroughly enjoy your summer as 
well. Play, explore, read, write, think! 
 


